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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO SUBSIDIZE PUBLICATION 
OF MALAGASY BOOK ABOUT THE U.S. 

REF: 77 ANT 1205 

1 . SUMMARY AND ACTION REQUEST. I RECOMMEND THAT THE USG 
FINANCE THE PRINTING OF A BOOK ABOUT TRAVELS IN THE U.S., 

BY A PROMINENT MALAGASY JOURNALIST. END SUMMARY AND ACTION 
REQUEST. 

2. THE PUBLISHER OF ''MARESAKA," MR. RALAIARIJAONA (NO FIRST 
NAME) WISHES TO PUBLISH IN BOOK FORM A SERIES OF APPROXIMATELY 
FORTY ARTICLES WHICH HE WROTE FOLLOWING HIS IV GRANT TRIP TO 
THE US IN 1975. THESE COLUMNS HAVE ALREADY APPEARED IN 

HIS NEWSPAPER AND THEY REFLECT HIS BALANCED BUT GENERALLY 
FAVORABLE IMPRESSIONS OF THE US. HOWEVER, MR. RALAIARIJAONA 
CANNOT FINANCE THE PRINTING HIMSELF AND HAS ASKED US TO HELP. 

3. I BELIEVE THIS REQUEST PROVIDES US WITH A GOOD OPPORTUNITY 
TO MAKE AVAILABLE THROUGH COMMERCIAL CIRCUITS A FAVORABLE 
VIEW OF THE US IN THE MALAGASY LANGUAGE BY A RESPECTED 
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MALAGASY JOURNALIST (WHO HAS SERVED AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF MALAGASY JOURNALISTS). MUCH OF THE INFORMATION 
PRESENTLY AVAILABLE ABOUT THE US IN COMMERCIAL LIBRARIES 
IS CONTAINED IN CHINESE AND SOVIET PUBLICATIONS. 

ALTHOUGH MR. RALAIARIJAONA S NEWSPAPER WAS SUSPENDED FOR 

SIX MONTHS EARLIER THIS YEAR (REFTEL), IT IS NOW BACK IN 

PRINT WITH GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZATION. MR. RALAIARIJAONA'S PRO- 
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WEST ATTITUDE AND OCCASIONAL CRITICISMS OF PRESENT CONDITIONS 
IN MADAGASCAR HAVE NOT ENDEARED HIM TO THE RATSIRAKA REGIME, 
BUT HIS RECORD AS A FIGHTER FOR INDEPENDENCE AND OF OPPOSITION 
TO THE TSIRANANA REGIME (HE WAS JAILED BY BOTH THE FRENCH 
AND TSIRANANA) HAVE EARNED HIM A MEASURE OF GRUDGING RESPECT 
FROM EVEN THE MOST PROGRESSIVE LEADERS OF TODAY'S MADAGASCAR. 

4. I DO NOT THINK WE RISK MUCH BY SUPPORTING MR. RALAIARIJAONA 
IN THIS ENDEAVOR. PARTICULARLY AS HIS JOURNALISTIC WRITINGS 
ARE AGAIN TOLDERATED BY THE GOVERNMENT. NOR DO I THINK WE 
SHOULD GO TO ANY GREAT PAINS TO HIDE OUR ROLE. MY PRESENT 
THINKING IS THAT IN HIS PREFACE OR INTRODUCTION, MR. RALAIARIJAONA 
WOULD THANK USIS ANTANANARIVO FOR ARRANGING THE TRAVEL GRANT 
AND FOR ITS ASSISTANCE IN HAVING THE BOOK PRINTED. WE WOULD, 

ON AN IF-ASKED BASIS, NOT DENY THAT WE HAD HELPED HIM GET IT 
PUBLISHED, AND WE WOULD DISTRIBUTE A NUMBER OF COPIES OURSELVES, 
WHICH WE WOULD OBTAIN IN EXCHANGE FOR OUR FINANCIAL 
CONTRIBUTION. I SEE NO REASON WHY IT WOULD BE A SUBJECT OF 
ANY EMBARRASSMENT TO US THAT WE HAD HELPED TO OBTAIN WIDER 
READERSHIP FOR MATERIAL WHICH IS ALREADY IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. 

5. I BELIEVE OUR SUPPORT SHOULD TAKE THE FORM OF A ONE- 
SHOT PAYMENT TO MR. RALAIARIJAONA OR DIRECTLY TO THE 
PRINTER FOR THE PRINTING COSTS. WE PRESENTLY ESTIMATE THAT 
IT WILL COST DOLS 1,500 TO PRINT ONE THOUSAND COPIES, 

WHICH IS ABOUT THE NUMBER THAT WE THINK THE COMMERCIAL 
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CIRCUIT CAN ABSORB. I REQUEST, THEREFORE, AUTHORIZATION 
TO UNDERTAKE THIS PROJECT, AND INSTRUCTIONS AS TO ITS 
FUNDING. 

6. THIS RECOMMENDATION IS CONCURRED IN BY ALL BUT ONE OF 
THE SUBSTANTIVE OFFICERS CONSULTED, INCLUDING THE PAO. 

THE DISSENTING OFFICER'S VIEWS ARE INCLUDED BELOW IN HIS OWN 
WORDS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 77 STATE 131292. 

7. QUOTE: ONE MEMBER OF EMBASSY STAFF, WHILE AGREEING 
WITH OBJECTIVE OF GIVING THIS MATERIAL WIDER READERSHIP, 

BELIEVES THIS SHOULD BE DONE COMPLETELY AND DIRECTLY 
WITH USIS CONTRACTING FOR THE PRINTING ITSELF, EITHER HERE 
OR ELSEWHERE. PREFACE OR INTRODUCTION WOULD THANK MR. 
RALAIARIJAONA FOR USE OF HIS MATERIAL, AND USIS COULD GIVE 
MR. RALAIARIJAONA A FEW HUNDRED COPIES FOR HIM TO DISTRIBUTE 
AS HE SAW FIT. RESULT WOULD BE THAT BOOK WOULD BE PRINTED 
AND USG PARTICIPATION WOULD BE COMPLETELY OPEN WITH NO 
MONEY HAVING PASSED BETWEEN USG AND MR. RALAIARIJAONA. 
OTHERWISE, NO MATTER HOW WE PAY HIM, IT WILL APPEAR TO THE 
MALAGASY AS A PERSONAL PAYMENT FOR HIS FAVORABLE VIEWS OF 
THE US. END QUOTE.BARRETT 
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